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Researching	  Salient	  Pathways	  and	  
Contexts	  	  

•  Is	  more	  always	  more?	  
– Our	  modeling	  approaches	  to	  the	  study	  of	  family-‐
school	  partnerships	  tend	  to	  assume:	  	  
•  high-‐quality	  partnerships	  =	  high-‐quan8ty	  parent	  
involvement	  

•  linear	  rela8ons	  	  
	  …despite:	  	  
•  theory	  and	  evidence	  that	  less	  is	  some8mes	  more.	  
•  the	  poten8al	  for	  diminishing	  returns	  



Researching	  Salient	  Pathways	  and	  
Contexts	  

•  Are	  we	  too	  level	  headed?	  
– We	  tend	  to	  measure	  and	  opera8onalize	  family-‐
school	  partnerships	  as	  sta8c	  levels	  of	  involvement,	  
despite	  the	  fact	  that:	  
•  Educa8onal	  involvement	  is	  a	  dynamic	  process	  unfolding	  
over	  8me	  

•  Change	  is	  salient	  



Researching	  Salient	  Pathways	  and	  
Contexts	  

•  Are	  we	  tes8ng	  the	  water	  in	  which	  children	  
swim?	  
– We	  tend	  to	  ignore	  the	  subtle,	  yet	  pervasive	  
aspects	  of	  home	  contexts	  and	  home-‐school	  
partnerships	  such	  as:	  
•  Structure,	  rou8nes,	  habits,	  and	  “investment”	  priori8es	  




