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Research-Practice Partnerships
(Farell et al., 2018, Goldstein et al., 2019)

Promotes shared 
decision-making to 
support programs

Encourages ongoing 
collaboration among 
different stakeholders

Elevates the lived 
experiences of the 

families and educators 
in programs 



Educare Learning Network



Local Evaluation 
Partners (LEPs)

• Collects data for Educare assessments 
throughout the school year.

• Works with respective Educare School 
staff to guide local programmatic 
decisions and participate in strategic 
planning processes.

• Provide and/or source professional 
development on identified areas of need 
for respective Educare School.

• Engages in collaborations to maximize 
shared learning, foster innovation, and 
improve early care and early education 
practices.



Educare Lincoln



Children Served at 
Educare Lincoln
• 169 children served
• 13 different languages spoken 

(e.g., Spanish, Arabic, Ukrainian)
• 39% dual language learners
• 9% on IEP/IFSP



This year, a key goal for 
Educare Lincoln has been to 
enhance teachers’ language 

and literacy practices.



Professional Development 
Scope & Sequence 2023-2024 

Phonological 
Awareness

Vocabulary 
Development

Alphabet Knowledge & 
Print Awareness Early Writing Comprehension



Professional Development 
Scope & Sequence 2023-2024 

Develop content 
knowledge

Connect to data 
on children

Identify instructional 
strategies













Lessons Learned and Future 
Directions

• We included the Family Engagement Specialists 
in our language and literacy PD to support 
learning and development in the home.

• We will expand our Data Committee to include 
more teaching staff, Family Engagement 
Specialist and families.

• We will continue to engage with families with the 
data through data walks and parent workshops.



Educare of Omaha, Inc.



Characteristics of Children Served at Educare of 
Omaha, Inc.

Eligible for early 
childhood Special 
Education services 

English 
Language 
Learners 

659

Children 
Served

208 451
Head 
Start

Early Head 
start



Educare of Omaha, Inc.
ELL and Special Education make up

English Language 
Learners

Special Education

41%
17%

8%
6%

Indian Hill had a high percentage of children who were ELL.

Indian Hill had more 
children enrolled in special 

education services.

English 
Language 
Learners

Special 
Education

29%19%

8%
12%

Gateway had a high percentage of children who were ELL.

Kennedy had lower percentages 
of children on IFSPs.

10%

12%

48%



Preschool Language Scale (PLS)
HS
&

EHS

Focus:
• Auditory comprehension (child’s 

understanding of language)

When it is administered:
• HS: fall and spring
• EHS: year-round

Who receives it:
• HS: new children in the fall, all children 

in the spring
• EHS: all children after 2nd and 3rd 

birthday

Administration:
• 25-45 minutes. Asks children to complete different 

tasks using pictures, toys, and answering 
questions.



Below Avg <85 Avg 85-99 Avg 100-115 Above Avg >115

Auditory Comprehension (Spanish PLS) 

(n=42)

79% of Spanish-speaking toddlers' Conceptual scores were within the average 
range.
57% of Spanish-speaking toddlers' Auditory Comprehension skills were at or above the 
national average.

In the spring, 23 Spanish-speaking Early Head Start children’s auditory comprehension was 
assessed, and 12.9% scored at or above the national average in auditory comprehension. 

EHS

National Average = 100



Below Avg <85 Avg 85-99 Avg 100-115 Above Avg >115(n=31)

By the spring, 71% of Spanish-speaking preschoolers' auditory comprehension skills were 
within or above the average range.
23% of Spanish-speaking preschoolers were at or above the national average.

In the spring, 31 Spanish-speaking preschool children’s auditory comprehension was assessed, and 23% 
scored at or above the national average in auditory comprehension and 52% scored at or above the national 

average for conceptual scoring.

HS Auditory Comprehension (Spanish PLS) 

National Average = 100

Auditory 
Comprehension

Conceptual 
Score





Results of the 
Research Practice 
Partnership

• Use of data for Dual Language Learners
• Data Debriefs and Data Walk
• Professional development and data utilization
• Ongoing monthly leadership meetings with data debriefs
• Book clubs and focus on DEI work



Educare Winnebago 

• 195 children served
• 75 Early Head Start
• 120 Head Start

• 95% Native American

• 15% eligible for early childhood 
Special Education services



Educare Winnebago 
Research Practice Partnership

• Data debriefs with staff
• Presentations to tribal council
• Spencer grant project focused on 

language and culture - classroom 
assessment on language and 
culture

• Getting materials and books 
translated into Ho-Chunk language

• Native cultural observations and 
surveys with parents



65%

1%
1%

1%

5%2%
1%

1%
2%

1%

1%
1%

18%

Winnebago
Kickapoo

Navajo

Oglala Sioux

Omaha
Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians

Rosebud Sioux

Crow Creek Sioux

Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate Tribe

Santee Sioux

Standing Rock Sioux

Santee Dakota

No Tribal Enrollment

n= 97

2022-2023 Primary Caregiver Tribal Enrollment

Winnebago Tribal 
Members’ Clans

• 24% Thunder Clan
• 17% Bear Clan
• 16% Eagle Clan
• 11% Water Spirit Clan
•   9% Snake Clan
•   9% Buffalo Clan
•   8% Wolf Clan
•   5% Fish Clan
•   1% Deer Clan



90%

1%
2%

2%
3%

1%
1%

Winnebago

St. Regis Mohawk Tribe

Navajo

Oglala Sioux

Omaha

Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians

Rosebud Siouxn=98

• 69% of children are enrolled in a 
tribe

• 22% had applied, but were 
awaiting enrollment

• 9% not enrolled or awaiting 
enrollment

2022-2023 Educare Child Tribal Enrollment
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• 69% of children are enrolled in a 
tribe

• 22% had applied, but were 
awaiting enrollment

• 9% not enrolled or awaiting 
enrollment

2022-2023 Educare Child Tribal Enrollment



All classrooms had a range of culturally significant items 
present and used in both fall & spring of 2022-2023 

14 of the 16 Educare classrooms were observed using Native Language 
during spring of 2023.

Observed using 
Native Language 
in lessons

75%
Observed using 
Native Language 
informally81%

88%
Native 

Language Use 
Observed 

12%
Native 

Language 
Use Not 

Observed



Head Start: Ho-Chunk Vocabulary Skills

Fall Spring

Blue 31% 46%

Black 48% 49%

Orange 43% 52%

Bear 22% 22%

Buffalo 21% 20%

Eagle 30% 30%

Circle 48% 65%

Fall Spring

Two 30% 38%

Seven 15% 20%

Pants 15% 23%

Socks 33% 34%

Mom 34% 42%

Grandmother 23% 33%

Little girl 54% 56%

Fall Spring

Heart 62% 66%

Spoon 52% 50%

Cup 45% 46%

Head 18% 28%

Eye 26% 28%

Arm 16% 11%

Knees 25% 27%

Fall n=87  Spring n=82

THE MOST GROWTH FROM FALL TO SPRING WAS BLUE, CIRCLE, HEAD, AND GRANDMOTHER.
By spring, the most recognized vocabulary words were circle, heart, and little girl.



Key Takeaways
• Robust and diverse measures to 

track and examine program quality 
and child and family outcomes can 
be used to guide and inform services 
and strategies.

• Successful RPPs in early childhood 
require:
o A shared vision
o Balance of the knowledge and 

experiences brought in by 
practitioners, researchers, and the 
families being served by programs

o Intentional and planful relationship-
building over time
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