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RESEARCH FOCUS:  
Academic Behaviors & Performance 

Teachers and Parents as Partners, known as TAPP, is an innovative, effective approach that helps educators 
address challenging behaviors and academic problems for long-term success. Decades of research have shown 
that TAPP consistently improves children’s academic, social and behavioral outcomes, while building 
partnerships between parents and teachers. 

Why Does This Matter? 
Students who experience academic difficulties are  
more likely than their peers to continue struggling into 
adolescence and adulthood. Early intervention that 
involves parents and teachers working together is 
essential to support positive academic skill  
development for students who struggle.  

What We Learned 
TAPP is highly effective at supporting a student’s 
academic performance across several domains.  

Supporting Findings 
• Students whose parents and teachers

participate in TAPP greatly improve their work
completion, accuracy, and overall academic
performance.1

• The use of a daily report card within TAPP
enhances students’ academic skills and
productivity.2

• Interventions aimed to increase students’
mathematical resilience are effective when
implemented in the context of TAPP.3

• Parent-teacher collaboration through TAPP is
more effective than a parent-only intervention
at increasing mathematics homework
completion and accuracy.4

Takeaways 
• Improving communication and collaboration

between parents and teachers through TAPP
positively affects a student’s academic success.

• TAPP’s collaborative approach ensures that
academic interventions are consistently
reinforced across home and school settings,
enhancing effectiveness.

• Partnering with parents in the educational
process, as is practiced in TAPP, improves
academic outcomes.
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