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R1: What strategies do parents of young children use

Introduction . . - Discussion
to meet their needs while they are homeless”
2.5 million children were homeless in America L . | * We found indicators of risk and resilience
in 2013 compared to 1.2 million in 2007 Parents Who live In shelter ['ve already told a c?uplepeaple here to go out the_re. Cuz a_ctually Lydia.... she within our sample. Importantly, all parents
(Bassuk et al., 2014). Among them, 1,266,605 networl_< with each other to uh. | told her about it and she Weqt out and...got q,lapers, wipes, clothes, and signified their desire for “something beiter”
were under six years old (AFC, 2016). find resources. everything for the kids. and articulated strategies to get it despite
significant barriers.
Children’s early experiences with their Parents consult with family J
environments and caregivers have long-term members who have been s q ki ; | i ) * Families come to homelessness with
consequences such that stressful experiences homeless. As a kid I had also been here once before. Once or twice...With my mom. strengths that could be bolstered through

beget future risk while nurturing experiences community-supported intervention.

may n rouf ., 2010). . . P
ay not (Sroute et al., 2010) _ _ » Community supported intervention fits within
Parents use prior experiences

Homeless episodes during early childhood are . . “I kinda already knew what was coming on. Because Tanner, he is my favorite a soclal-ecological framework of resilience
stressful and pose unique health, academic, and to navigate homeless episodes. night guy, and he was workin’” (Ungar et al., 2013) where resilient qualities
developmental risks (Bassuk et al., 2014, are measured not within individuals, but
Buckner et al., 2001, David et al., 2011). within social ecologies.

Thus, It Is Important to investigate how Parents use technology such as “I'just actually...here. I downloaded this new app. I'll show you. It’s called Implications:

homeless shelters and the families they serve smart phones to find resources. MYLNK. I can find whatever I need here...see!”

* Families use informal and family networks
coupled with technology to meet their needs.
As such, investing directly in families while
also strengthening services within the shelter

aAimon g fa m | I | es D might be ways to “skill-up” parents as they

achieve self-sufficiency.

meet the needs of young children.

R2: What is the shelter’s role in supporting resilience

We used a case study design (Yin, 2009) to

explore young Chﬂdl‘e?’s GX_perienCGS within Some areas of the shelter accommodate children better than others. For instance, mothers struggle to keep their » For parents, access to technology within the
one family shelter. This design allowed us to children safe with sleep arrangements in the family room on the left whereas the “daycare room” on the right is shelter might accelerate their path to self-
integrate data from diverse sources to fU”y more suited to children’s needs. SUﬁ:iCiency.

describe the meaning of homelessness for

young children. * For the shelter, establishing a partnership

with high-quality community childcare
providers could mitigate the stress of shelter
living for young children.

Case Study of Family Shelter
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Participant Measure

. interview Staff use technology to find “We spend a lot of time um, getting on the internet, looking up who does what, Alpern, G. D. (2007). Developmental Profile 3 (DP-3). Los Angeles: Western Psychological
-p- . ys Services.
15 MOt ers Protective Factors resources fOI‘ famI|IeS. Cll’ld then we make llStS Ofphone numbers. Bassuk, E. L., DeCandia, C. J., Beach, C. A., & Berman, F. (2014, November). America's
1 Father _ youngest outcasts: A report card on child homelessness. The National Center on
Survey (Friends, 2008) B kFami;ygogeleSineésL & Weinreb, L. F. (2001). Predictors of academi
] uckner, J. C., Bassuk, E. L., einreb, L. F. . Predictors of academic
DemographICS Survey " - - . - - achievement among homeless and low-income housed children. Journal of School
Then as far as just referring people to these resources, we basically just give Psycholagy, 39(1), 45-69. o
15 Children DP-3 (Alpern, 2007) Staff identify resources for them the phone number or we look them up...um personally for myself, I like to DaV'S;rZ;,tTn'g‘ii'fﬁggghﬁ.afe‘n‘f"ﬂi‘;??rgiNn'arEy' 553.1;3f'rr;‘n%'fZZSQfOBL“e%E?'2322?;2‘;{
< 6 years Participant observation P ot have people make the phone calls on their own. I'll give you the number and I'll e Cliftord R Crver . (2008, Early Childinood Environment Rating Scale-
] amiiies to contact. - th m n t tth r B t I nt t m k r n h n ” Revised. New York: Teachers College Press.
Sem|_structured glve yOU € €ans 1o ge ere. U wa you O ake yOU oW p one calis National Coalition for the Homeless. (2009). Education of homeless children and youth.
5 Staﬁ: - t - and flnd out your own needs " Retrieved from http://nationalhomeless.org/wpcontent/uploads/2014/06/Education-Fact-
' Sheet.pdf
INerview Sroufe,ef. X., Coffino, B., & Carlson, E. A. (2010). Conceptualizing the role of early experience:
Lessons from the Minnesota longitudinal study. Developmental Review, 30(1), 36-51.
ECERS —R _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Ungar, M., Qhazinour, M., & Richter, J. (2013). Annual researc_h review: What is resilience within
i Resources to care for children ~ "Most of the time that someone comes In here needing outside things, besides the sacial ecology of human development? Journal of Child Psychology and
elter arms, CHITorda, A ] f X ooking for thair kid Psychiatry, 54(4), 348-366.
Cryer, 2005) are the most requestea. rom here, um are 100King Tor thelr Kids."
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